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MEDICAL NOTES IN PARLIAMENT.
[FROM OUR LOBBY CORRESPONDENTS.]

The Habitual Inebriates Bill came before the House late on
Monday night, and was amended in some particulars. The
most important was a clause to enable authorities to recover
the expenditure on well-to-do persons committed to reforma-
tories. There was really no discussion or opposition to the
Bill, and by the consent of the House the third reading was
taken. The Bill may now be regarded as safe to find its way
on to the Statute Book.

The Vacoinatlon Bill was made the first order for Tuesday,
and gave rise to one of the most interesting and exciting
debates of the session. A motion was first made by Mr.
IPickersgill to postpone the consideration of the Bill for six
months. On this Sir Henry Fowler, as former President of
the Local Government Board, made a very strong speech, in
which he reviewed the history of vaccination legislation, and
showed lhow the compulsory powers had always vested some
discretion in the magistrates. He argued that the time had
come when a statutory declaration of conscientious objection
should be accepted as a bar to proceedings. The motion for
postponement was afterwards withdrawn, and Sir Walter
Foster moved his new clause, which embodied the amend-
inent which he moved in the Grand Committee, providing
for the acceptance of a statutory declaration of conscientious
objection as an excuse for -non-vaccination of a child. The
debate went on till nearly midnight, and of twenty-three
speeches delivered only two were made against the
proposal. The remarkable feature of the position was
the support given to Sir W. Foster's clause from the
Government side. The result was considerable perturbation
on the Government front bench, alnd after much consultation
an attempt was made at a compromise. As soon as this be-
came known, the stir in the House and lobbies became most
characteristic, and althouah the speeches went on, the centre
of interest was directed to the consultations going on between
the Whips and the Leader of the House. At last Mr. Balfour
rose, and in a remarkable exhibition of dialectical discourse
led up to the offer to put a clause on the paper embodying the
principle of Sir W. Foster's artendment. On this the debate
was adjourned to Wednesday, when the new clause was
accepted as the basis of discussion. Sir Walter Foster was
unable to accept the exact form of words proposed by the
First Lord, as he regarded the requirement that the con-
.sciantious objector should " satisfy the magistrates " as likely
to lead to great diversity of practice in different places. In
one the magistrates might examine the parent as to his
grounds of objection, and in another place the proceedings
might be purely formal. The Government clause was finally
adopted on a division by a comparatively small majority for
the Government, and compulsory vaccination as regards per-
sons who hold bond fide objections was practically abolished,
The main basis for the change is the desire on the part of
members on all sides of the House to discontinue as far as
possible the prosecutions which have done so much to keep
alive the agitation against vaccination. The widespread
hope is that the new glycerinated calf lymph will now
have a fair chance, and that the many baseless objections to
the great prophylactic against small-pox will steadily dis-
appear.
The following is the text of the clause
No pa.rent or other personi shall be liable to any penalty under section

twenty-nine or section thirty-one of the Vaccination Act,.2867, if within
four months from the birth of the child he satisfies two justices in petty
sessions that he conscientiously believes that vaccination would be pre-
judicial to the health of the child, and within seven days thereafter
delivers to the vaccination officer for the district a certificate by such
justices of such conscientious objection
The Bill completed the report stage about half-past five, and

Mr. Balfour asked for the third reading, but after some dis-
cussion this was postponed till Thursday.

The London University Oommission BilH has had two more
contentious days in the Grand Committee'and was finally re-
ported to the House on Tuesday last. -No very serious amend-
jiientes. .havevrbeen; nade in .the 134h11 bti#t xnixthe rePQrt stage

the fight will be renewed. The opponents of the measure are
exhibiting great energy and are in evidence in many ways.
It is quite possible that the interest taken in the progress of
other Bills is to some extent accounted for by the desire of
those who are opposed to the Criminal Law Amendment Bill
and the University Bill to occupy a good share of the time at
the disposal of the Government. These tactics are always re-
sorted to in some instances towards the close of the session.

REPORT OF THE ARMY MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.-The report for
the year I897 con cerning the Army Medical Department, vol. xxxix, has
been laid upon the table in both Houses.

LEAD POISONING.-Mr. Drage asked the Home Secretary whether he
could give any statistics showing thc'effect of employment in the dan-
gerous processes in potteries on the health of women and their children
as well as oIn the health:of young persons,-Sir M. W. Ridley: I am not
sure that I understand what kind of statistics the hoin. member has in
his mind. There are many recorded instances which amply prove that in
the pottery trade, as elsewhere, the occurrence of lead poisoning in the
mother is capable of producing grave effects upon the child. Tle total
niumiiber of reported cases of lead poisoning among women and girls en-
gaged in the manufacture of earthenware and china during the two and
a-lhalf years since the Act of I895 came into force is, women, 528 *girls, 63
-a yearly average of about 23o-tlle number of females employed in Staf-
fordshire being 20,705.-Mr. Woodall: May I ask the right hon. gentleman
whether he will consider the practicability of informing the House as to the
proportioin of cases in which lead poigoning has been certified by a medical
practitioner whose report has aftelwards been found to be unfounded ?
Sir M. W. Ridley: Every information of that kind I am Inow endeavouring
to obtain. It is a very difficult question, but I will bear it in mind.

RETIRING AGE OF ARMY MEDICAL OFFICERS.-Captain Norton
asked the Under Secretary whetlher he could state if officers of the Army
Medical Staff were obliged to retire at an earlier age thanl combatant
officers, although they entered the Army several years older on an average.
Wliether the rule regarding promotion to the rank of Major-General had
been applied to medical officers to the extent that they were ineligible for
promotion after attaining the age of 57. And why the rule permitting all
Major-Generals' to serve on to 62 was not also made applicable to all
Surgeon-Generals, seeing that such an extension of service would be
economical to the State. Mr. Powell Williams in reply said: In the com-
batant ranks Colonels retire at 57 years of age and Major-Generals at 62.
In the Army Medical Staff the age of 6o holds for both ranks. The medical
officers have, theerefore, the advantage of three years in one rank, while
they lose two years in the other. Medical officers are not ineligible for
pioiinotion to the rank of Surgeon-General after the age of 57 if recom-
menided by the Promotion Board as possessing exceptional abilities. As
a general rule, however, promotion to the rank of Surgeon-General is only
given to officers wlho have at least three years to serve. The Secretary of
State is advised that, having reaard to all the conditions involved, it
would not be desirable to extencl the rule under which Major-Generals
are allowed to serve on to 62 to all Surgeon-Generals.

PRIVATE PATIENTS IN PUBLIC LUNATIC ASYLUMS.-Mr. Power
asked the! lish Secretary whether, since provision was made in Great
Britain for the admission and care of private patients in public lunatic
asylum's, he would extend in the Local Government Bill or by other legis-
lation this useful provision to Ireland.-Mr. Gerald Balfour, in response,
pointed out that by an amendment to Section Ix, Subsection 6, of the
Local Government Bill, introduced in Committee, power was given to
county councils through the Asylum Committee to make regulations
respecting the conditions as to payment and accommodation under
'whlich private patients might be admitted and detained in the asylum.

REPORTS OF LUNACY COMMISSIONERS.-Mr. Patrick O'Brien asked
the Home Secretary if he could state when the Lunacy Commissioners
would issue thleir reports for I897 for Enigland, Scotland, and Ireland
respectively.-The'Rome Secretary, in reply, said that he had made
inquiry of the different departments concerned, and was informed that all
the reports were in the printers' hands, and would be ready for issue
within the niext two or three weeks.

TREATMENT OF INEBRIETY IN AMERICA.-In hiis report of
'the Walnut Lodge Hospital for Inebriates at Hartford, Con-
necticut, U.S.A., for last year, the experienced Superin-
'tendent,. Dr. T. D. Crothers, calls attention to the difficulties
in the way of permanently successful sound treatment. The
chief of these is the mistake of supposing that inebriety can
be cured in a few weeks. IThe subsidence of the drink craze
is not a cure or return to.health, but is usually chemical
restraint.or a pathological halt in the progress of the case.
'Of the 8o cases under treatment, 38 were periodical and 23
continuous inebriates, 5 opium, and 3 cocaine drunkards
Heredity was traced in 3& e"ases 10 of the/patients were
doctors, contributiing 'the largest numbers; 47 had been -in
gold cure places; 13 in. 'hospitAls and sanatoriums; and 20
had never been treated before. 'The duration of the addiction
had^ been -considerable: 8 from five to ten years, 36 from ten
to fifteen years, 24 from fifteen' to twenty years, and I2 over
twenty years. .;As a resultQof treatm'ent 35 recovered and were
restoredj and..43 inmprved.. .


